GEOGRAPHY 751:  ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
19:00-21:45  Thursdays
in: HSS 275 

instructor: Ellen Hines

phone & email: 338-1482, ehines@sfsu.edu
office: HSS339
office hours: T/TH 1-3, TH 6-7, and by appointment (email me!)

Subject Matter Emphasis:  This seminar will focus on the methods, techniques, analytical tools, and lessons learned in managing a quickly changing global environment.  Together we will look at various spatial scales in management; local, regional, national, and international, and discuss the theory, issues, applications, legislation, and politics of environmental conservation and management planning.
Method of Instruction:  Discussions will be informed by readings from texts, peer-reviewed journals, proceedings, gray literature, and guest discussion leaders.  Students are encouraged to relate their individual experiences (life, work) to class topics.  Students will read, critically discuss, and take turns leading discussions, and are responsible for papers and presentations as assigned.

You will lead at least 1 discussion during the semester.  Prepare a 1-2 page critique (as specified below) of the papers on the night you lead, and make enough copies for the class and myself.  Be prepared to do some additional research and find at least one additional paper on the topic assigned to substantiate the points you make.  As a discussion leader you will lead a discussion aimed at a scientific critique of the papers assigned: looking at the ideas presented, content, methods, conclusions, writing, and implications.  No paper summaries!  Not a book report!
Final Projects:  A final paper of 15-20 pages will complete the seminar requirements.  These projects will be reviewed and graded as professional research with a complete bibliography done in the format of the journal of your choice (you can find this on the internet under manuscript submission/instructions to authors).   Evaluate, weigh, and discuss the issues presented, make recommendations….demonstrate the complete mastery you have gained in your topic!  Each student will prepare a presentation (10 minutes + 3 minutes for discussion) on their project for the last class session.  This final project must be an original piece of work developed for this course, and can be related to the student’s thesis topic.  Upon my approval this final project can also be a draft thesis proposal, a draft literature review, or a draft chapter of a thesis on a relevant topic.  A paragraph describing the project must be submitted for my approval by October 8.   A draft paper for peer review is due on November 5th.  Your peer review of a classmate’s paper will be due on November 19th.  You will get a handout explaining this further.  Remember that this project is a major part of your mark in this course.
Grading Policy: Your semester grade will be based on:

preparedness and participation in class discussions (20%) 
topic overviews , presentations & discussion leading (30%)
project proposal (5%)

peer review critique (10%) 

project presentation (15%)
final paper (20%). 
Attendance is understandably important in this kind of seminar, so please email me if you are not going to attend.  More than 2 absences will reduce your grade one letter.

Required Readings:  Assigned readings can be downloaded from the internet or through the class website using the password.

Syllabus is Subject to Change:  This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances, such as schedules of and opportunities for guest speakers.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent.  The website for the class will have a current schedule.   Remember:  READINGS LISTED NEED TO BE PREPARED BEFORE THE CLASS-DATE!!!   and are available on the class I-Learn account.
Class 1: August 27 

Introduction, setup of discussions, get everyone’s email!
Class 2: September 3

Foundation Readings

Class 3: September 10

What is biodiversity and why do we care? I

Class 4: September 17

What is biodiversity and why do we care? II

Class 5: September 24th
Patterns in biodiversity

Class 6: October 1
Threats to biodiversity

Class 7: October 8 
Managing biodiversity

ABSTRACT WITH TERM PAPER TOPIC DUE
Class 8: October 22
Guest Lecture: Sarah Allen, Point Reyes National Seashore

Class 9: October 29th
Conserving biodiversity: preventing extinctions

Class 10: November 5
Guest Lecture: Sara Aminzadeh, Baykeepers
DRAFT DUE FOR PEER REVIEW

Class 11: November 12
Conserving biodiversity: protected areas

Class 12: November 19
Guest Lecture: Ben Becker, Point Reyes National Seashore
PEER REVIEW DUE 
Class 13: December 3rd
Conserving coasts & oceans

Class 14: December 10
Class presentations

DECEMBER 10:  FINAL PAPERS DUE 
(INCLUDE BOTH ORIGINAL DRAFT & PEER REVIEW)

Housekeeping: 
 Statement on Cheating and Plagiarism: Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent of deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term “cheating” not be limited to examination situations only, but that it includes any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of the others by misrepresenting the material (i.e. their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work. Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 to F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the University. For more information on the University’s policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to University Catalog (Policies and Regulations). 

 American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodation: The University is committed to providing academic accommodation to students with disabilities. The Disabilities Resource Center provides support services and specialized assistance to students with disabilities. Individuals with physical, perceptual, or learning disabilities as addressed by the American with Disabilities Act should contact the Disabilities Resources Center for information regarding accommodations. Please notify your instructor so that reasonable efforts can be made to accommodate you. If you expect accommodation through the Act, you must make a formal request through the Disabilities Resources Center in Student Services Building 110, Telephone: 415-338-2472. 

 Statement on Disruptive Classroom Behavior: The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live. Student conduct that disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class. Some specific examples include talking during lecture, cellular phones, and pagers. 






PAGE  
2

