Geography 751  Fall 09
Guidelines for leading and participating in discussion:

1. READ THE SELECTIONS BEFORE PARTICIPATING IN THE DISCUSSION.


This ensures that all participants are equally prepared to talk about the ideas in the work, and helps to prevent talk that would distract the group from the issues in the selection.

2. SUPPORT YOUR IDEAS WITH EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT.


This keeps the discussion focused on understanding the selection and enables the group to weigh textual support for different answers and to choose intelligently among them.

3. DISCUSS THE IDEAS IN THE SELECTION, AND TRY TO UNDERSTAND THEM FULLY BEFORE EXPLORING ISSUES THAT GO BEYOND THE SELECTION.


Reflecting on a range of ideas and the evidence to support them makes the exploration of related issues more productive.

4. LISTEN TO OTHERS AND RESPOND TO THEM DIRECTLY.


Shared inquiry is about the give-and-take of ideas, a willingness to listen to others and to talk to them respectfully.  Direct your comments and questions to other group member, not to the leader to make discussion more dynamic.

5. EXPECT THE LEADER TO ASK QUESTIONS, NOT ANSWER THEM


Consider the discussion leader as a kind of chief learner, whose role is to keep discussion effective and interesting by listening and asking questions.  The leader’s goal is to facilitate the group developing their own ideas and criticisms, with everyone gaining a new understanding in the process.

ASK QUESTIONS WHEN SOMETHING IS UNCLEAR

ASK FOR EVIDENCE AND REFERENCES FOR IDEAS

ASK FOR AGREEMENT AND DISAGREEMENT

REFLECT AFTERWARDS…..

