Project Assignment for Geography 751

From the syllabus:

Final Projects:  A final paper of 15-20 pages will complete the seminar requirements.  These projects will be reviewed and graded as professional research with a complete bibliography done in the format of the journal of your choice (you can find this on the internet under manuscript submission/instructions to authors).   Evaluate, weigh, and discuss the issues presented, make recommendations….demonstrate the complete mastery you have gained in your topic!  Each student will prepare a presentation (10 minutes + 3 minutes for discussion) on their project for the last class session.  This final project must be an original piece of work developed for this course, and can be related to the student’s thesis topic.  Upon my approval this final project can also be a draft thesis proposal, a draft literature review, or a draft chapter of a thesis on a relevant topic.  A paragraph describing the project must be submitted for my approval by October 8.   A draft paper for peer review is due on November 5th.  Your peer review of a classmate’s paper will be due on November 19th.  You will get a handout explaining this further.  Remember that this project is a major part of your mark in this course as follows:

project proposal (5%)

peer review critique (5%) 

project presentation (15%)

final paper (20%). 

Presentation Guidelines:

As graduate students, your presentation should be of a quality suitable for presentation at a professional meeting.

1. Please use PowerPoint for PC for your presentations.  All PowerPoint presentations must be on a USB key for loading onto the classroom console computer. 

2. Please take care in the preparation and presentation of your illustrative materials. They are an extension of your work and an indication of your respect for the audience. Projected materials should be clear, legible and in letters large enough to be easily and quickly read by the audience in the back of the room.

3. Limit the amount of data on your maps and slides. 
4. Ask yourself whether a slide is really necessary. Limit your slides to the minimum and carefully choose what you plan to say. One slide per minute is usually the maximum.

5. Keep in mind that you know your work better than anyone else. Others will be a bit slower in appreciating the story's significance. Explain your work clearly and simply. The audience will not be impressed by something they do not understand.  Make sure that your information fits into the time allotted.  Rehearse!
Tips for Writing Research Papers 
1. The first and worst mistake you can make is to misunderstand the assignment. Be sure you understand the assignment and have thought about the assumptions and implications embedded in it. Then, commit yourself to addressing the assignment with your own original paper. As you know, plagiarism is a big academic sin. 

2. My assignment is broadly phrased in order to give you latitude in choosing the theme for your paper, but you must not try to cover a broad theme because that only leads to superficiality. Rather, take a particular aspect of that broad theme, one that is so narrow and carefully focused that you can cover it well in the allowable page limit, and one for which you know you will have adequate information. 

3. The success of the entire mission depends upon having a good thesis statement, i.e., a proposition or argument that you will examine in your paper. The thesis depends upon a question you seek to answer. Your thesis may propose an explanation for some characteristic, process relationship, or pattern. (In geography, that typically means a thesis concerning place characteristics, human/environment relationships, and/or spatial interactions.) A thesis gives you two powerful advantages: a critical perspective and a test for relevancy. Without a thesis, the paper is likely to become a mere collection of information, something like an almanac or encyclopedia item, without any interpretation of data (interpretation gives the work a critical perspective; it is also the essence of research). The test for relevancy tells you what to include and what to leave out: "Does this have relevance to my thesis?" 

4. Make an outline. Begin with your thesis and list the key ideas that support and contradict your point. List the arguments and/or evidence for each idea. 

5. Start your paper with an introduction that establishes what your paper is about, i.e., your thesis. Unlike a good mystery, you are not trying to surprise your reader, so make it clear where the paper is heading. In some cases, it might be necessary to tell your reader why your thesis is important, i.e., why she should bother reading this paper. 

6. The body of your paper should address in organized fashion the data and key ideas that support (and possibly contradict) your thesis. Develop the ideas fully and provide a flow between them. Each point should be supported rationally or empirically using arguments, examples, quotations, or other data. Unsubstantiated generalizations produce vague, unconvincing, and superficial papers. Quotations that are not fully discussed are unconvincing. Don't rely on quotations to do your writing. Paraphrase where possible. Remember, the essence of research is the interpretation of data. Convey a clear, consistent, original, interesting, inquiring, intellectual, challenging, speculative, unambiguous point of view about this topic. 

7. How the data are displayed is important, too. Maps, graphs, and tables should be original, simple, and easy to read, and should be numbered and integrated into the text and referred to in the text. Cartographic elegance is not a high priority with these papers. 

8. Each paragraph or section should have a topical sentence and provide a transition into the following paragraph or section. Use visual cues (subheadings, white space, typography) to signal your clearcut organization. 

9. Write a conclusion summarizing your major points and underscoring for the reader the significance and meaning of the paper. Do not introduce new ideas or data in the conclusion. 

10. Give credit where credit is due: Note sources for the ideas of others and for all data. Use a scientific in-text referencing system of author and date (Brown 1992) giving the page number(s) only for direct quotations (Brown 1992, pg.1617). Full references should be assembled (alphabetically by author) at the end in a List of References, which should include only items for which you have given in text references. For further guidance, follow the conventions used in the journal you’ve chosen. 

11. Style and mechanics are important. Mechanics, spelling, and punctuation count. Avoid passive voice, run-on sentences, hyperbole, verbosity, comma faults, misuse of the apostrophe, conclusion of sentences with prepositions, and other common mistakes. Use language carefully; let the interested and interesting human mind, voice, and personality shine through. Your paper's title is important, too. Make it descriptive rather than cute, clever, and ambiguous. Don't waste resources on a title page or plastic cover, and be sure you number all your pages. 

12. A good paper requires a great deal of hard work. It always goes through several drafts. 

13. Please meet with me early in your research so I can have an opportunity to react to your ideas.
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