
History 121

History of the United States since Reconstruction 

San Francisco State University

Spring 2009

Wednesdays 7-9:45 PM, HSS 317

Instructor: Kyle Livie, Ph.D.

Office: Science 265
Email: klivie@sfsu.edu

Office hours: Wednesdays, 6-7 PM and By Appointment 

Course Overview:

America’s history since the end of Reconstruction in 1877 has been marked by dramatic transformations as well as subtle shifts that have all contributed to the growing influence of the United States on the world stage. This course will explore many of these changes and events in United States history as a way to explore ever-complex notion of what it means to be American and to understand the direction and challenges our nation faces today in the twenty first century. Great emphasis will be placed not only on the political or economic development of the United States, but also the equally impressive evolution of American culture and society. This course is designed as a dialogue, examining the interplay of major political and cultural changes with the transformation of everyday life in America. To do this, the class will engage recurring themes of identity and community, particularly in relation to race, gender, class, and sexuality. In doing this, close attention will be paid to post-Reconstruction labor organization and political activity, war time experiences at the end of the 1910s, American society and cultural production during the 1920s, the Great Depression and the New Deal, and America’s participation in World War II, Cold War-era American culture, social change and civil rights activism in the 1960s, and the transformation of the post-Vietnam War political landscape from the conservative revolution to the election of Barrack Obama.

Also, this course will build strategies of historical analysis/thinking by exploring controversial issues, interpreting primary and secondary source material (with particular attention paid to perspective, point of view, audience, impact, etc.), building an appreciation of the complementary roles of narrative and analytical history, developing and defending a thesis through independent research and analysis of evidence, and discussing ideas with peers and the instructor. We will also use this as an opportunity to focus specifically on the historian’s craft, notably how scholars approach historical topics, conduct research, and transform that research into historical narrative.  Reading assignments place great emphasis on both classic texts as well as recent research in modern American history, which will hopefully facilitate a discussion of current research topics and methods, as well as a variety of writing styles. It is important to note that this course FULFILLS the U.S. History component of the U.S. History and Government Requirement. 

Required Texts: 

· Christopher Clark, Nancy Hewitt, Roy Rosenzweig, Nelson Lichtenstein, Joshua Brown, and David Jaffee, Who Built America?: Working People and the Nation’s History: Volume Two, 1877-Present (Third Edition)

· W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk (Any Edition)

· Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, Farewell to Manzanar: A True Story of Japanese American Experience During and After the World War II Internment (Any Edition)
· Selected Documents and Articles (Distributed in class or online through electronic reserve).
Assignments and Grading: All assignments must be typed/word processed according to the following specifications: double spaced, twelve point font using either Times New Roman or Palatino, one inch margins, and standard text alignment. All out-of-class work (reading and written work) is due at the beginning of the specified class. No late work will be accepted unless you have made arrangements with me in advance of the due date. Below is some basic info about the assignments/responsibilities for the course and the grade break down:

· Midterms – (15% each): You will have TWO midterms, each requiring you to synthesize in class material (lecture and discussion) with the reading to respond to multiple choice and short answer questions. Specific information about the format and expectations for these exams will be distributed in class.

· Final Exam – (30 %): Although in a similar format to the midterms, the final will be cumulative for the term and long form essay in addition to multiple choice. Potential final exam essay questions will be distributed two weeks before the exam.

· Response Papers – (10% each): For each of the two non-textbook readings, you must also complete a two-page response paper that engages a specific prompt distributed in class. More information about these assignments will be discussed in advance of their due date.

· Participation (20%): Students must actively participate in discussion during each class session. Attendance will be taken at each class session. Students must actively take notes and are responsible for all information presented in class. See guidelines below.

Reading: Course reading forms an important part of the class and should not be taken lightly. Each week, you will be assigned textbook reading to complete on your own (see below). Students who do not complete the reading in advance of the class meeting time will not only suffer in terms of a docked participation grade, but will also make class time much less rich. Since these lectures and discussions will yield much of the material for your exams, it behooves you to keep up and stay engaged. All major texts will be available at the SFSU Bookstore or online at the bookseller of your choice. Readings not in published texts will be available through electronic reserve or as handouts in class. Difficulty in accessing the articles does not excuse you from reading them. Make sure you can access the articles as soon as possible and notify me via email if there are any problems. 

Participation: Participation will be scored on a daily basis and these scores will yield the participation grade. In order to earn participation credit, you must be present in class; attendance will be taken in every class session. You must actively participate in group discussions, collaborative activities, etc. and bring course materials and assignments to every class session. As noted before, students are personally responsible for all material presented in class. If you are absent for any reason, please arrange to get material from another student in class. This class will rely on the steady contributions of the entire group, in terms of verbal contributions, active listening, and maintaining an environment of respect and civility. Please TURN OFF all cell phones and other electronic devices before entering the class. It is important that class is a place where everyone is comfortable, secure, and has a voice. If this is ever not the case, please see me. 

Attendance:  Class participation is mandatory and forms an important part of your grade. Given the nature of the class, missing even a single class can jeopardize your grade in the course. As mentioned above, attendance will be taken at each class session. Tardies irritate me. Being late to class damages more than just your own progress, but also has an impact on your classmates as we work through the material each week. All tardies will be noted in your participation grade for the day. 

Reading and Assignment Schedule

Jan. 28: Fables of the Reconstruction:  Course Introduction 
Feb. 4: Industrialization and the Politics of the Gilded Age

Reading: WBA, Chapter One.

Feb. 11: Populism and Progress: Social Reform and Labor Activism at the Turn of the Century
Reading: WBA, Chapters Two and Three

Feb. 18: American Life and Culture in the Early Twentieth Century

Reading: WBA, Chapter Four
Feb. 25th: Progressivism and Intellectual Trends in Modern America

Reading: WBA, Chapter Five; Begin DuBois, Souls of Black Folk 

Mar. 4: African American Political Thought in Post-Reconstruction America

Reading: Finish Souls of Black Folk 

Exam: Midterm One (Chapters One-Five)

Mar. 11: The Great War: Causes, Events, and Aftermath

Reading: WBA, Chapter Six

Mar. 18:  The Roaring Twenties: Culture and Politics in 1920s America
Reading: WBA, Chapter Seven

Mar. 25: Spring Break: NO CLASS MEETING
Reading: Wakatsuki Houston, Farewell to Manzanar, All
April 1: The Great Depression: Origins, Impact and the First New Deal
Reading: WBA, Chapter Eight

Apr. 8: The Great Depression: The New Deal and The Culture of Poverty in 1930s America
Reading: WBA, Chapter Nine 

Film: The Grapes of Wrath


Apr. 15: World War II: Causes, Events, and Aftermath
Reading: WBA,Chapter Ten

Assignment: Farewell to Manzanar Response Paper DUE


Apr. 22: The Cold War: Social Life and Politics in Postwar America
Reading: WBA, Chapter Eleven 

Exam: Midterm Two (Chapters Six-Ten)
Apr. 29: Cultural Life and Civil Rights Activism in 1960s America 
Reading: WBA, Chapter Twelve
May 6: Vietnam and Beyond: American Foreign Policy in the 1970s and 1980s
Reading: WBA, Chapter Thirteen
May 13: The Conservative Revolution and Social Life in American from Reagan to Obama 

Reading: WBA, Chapter Fourteen and Chapter Fifteen
May 20: Final Exam Week: 

Exam: Final Exam (Cumulative, with Emphasis on Chapters Eleven-Fifteen)
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